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MINISTER’S LETTER   
 

At the housegroup, we tried to follow a course from a book. Those who come along 

know that I can’t lead the group using a book written by someone else. I end up 

having to make my own resources. We’ve followed the themes from the book, but 

found creative ways to explore them.  The same was true when I was teaching. I 

always had to create my own lessons. I once made a worksheet on racism which 

included the word, “apartheid”. The first pupil to read out that worksheet got stuck on 

that word. The class claimed that they had never heard of apartheid. I didn’t believe 

them, so tried it with a different class whom I knew I could trust. They’d never heard 

of apartheid either. They’d all been born in the early 1990s around the time that 

Nelson Mandela was released from prison and so didn’t know anything about what 

had happened in South Africa.  

So I put together a new course on apartheid. It finished with a drama workshop. The 

school had a dramatist-in-residence who had lots of good ideas to help me make it 

interesting. Before pupils entered the room, they were split into two groups. One 

group were made to feel very welcome and special. They were told that it was an 

honour for us that they had come along. They were guided to their seats at the front of 

a long room. The second group were given passes to wear. They were herded into the 

room through a back door, told that they had to stay standing up and that they must 

stay behind the dividing line away from the seats. The first group felt very included. 

The second felt very excluded. 

The workshop continued, telling the story of apartheid. It was, of course, the social 

and political system in South Africa from 1948 until the early 1990s. The White 

minority had all of the benefits. The non-White majority had to put up with inferior 

conditions and opportunities. Different scenes were acted out by the pupils to show 

the struggles of daily life and the struggle for freedom. Eventually, there was a 

celebration when news came that Nelson Mandela had been released after 27 years in 

prison. Free elections were coming. Everyone could vote. Those with the hated passes 

took them off and they became their voting cards which they put into the ballot box as 

they left the lesson. 

Apartheid was an extreme and terrible example of “us” and “them”. We are fortunate 

that we don’t live in such terrible times. We have our own divides in the nation over 

Brexit and in the church over same sex marriage. We need to try to understand why 

others think differently from us and try to heal these divides. “Us” and “them” can, in 

a much milder form, be part of our everyday church life without us even realising it. It 

is nothing like apartheid and it is not deliberate, but there is always the danger of there 

being an “us” and a “them”. 

There are the “us” who come to church, who run events and who do all of the work. It 

is great that every one of “us” works so hard to make everything possible. We do a 

really great job of it. There is always too much to do and we wonder which one of 

“us” could do a little bit more to keep the show on the road. Few of “us” have the 

capacity to take on more. 

But there is a far greater number of “them”. “Them” who may not come to church 

services, but who love to come to our events -  the Christmas Fair, the holiday clubs, 

the film nights, etc – or who come to other events which are run by those who let the 

building. 
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How can we help everyone using the building to think of themselves as “us”? To 

think of our church as their church? There would then be 100s of “us”. That would 

give us a vastly bigger “us” who might sometimes be able to help to do things and 

even shape some new events or activities. Many will not want to get involved, but 

some might. Some of the new “us” may even join in our journey of faith... 

Your friend and minister 

David 

 

 

REMEMBERING GEORGE 
 

We were very sorry to learn of the death of Rev. George Brigham who was our 

minister here from 1992 until 2003. 

It was largely down to George that the church was refurbished. Once the decision was 

made, he led the team of fundraisers who worked relentlessly for about six years to 

raise the money needed. The remodelling committee emerged and was also chaired by 

George who not only wrote up all the minutes but was “hands on” with the practical 

tasks. It was George who painted all the little cut out shapes in the church balcony! 

The refurbished church was dedicated in June 2002. 

George was very keen on ecumenical activities and was at the forefront of getting the 

children’s summer holiday “Uniclub” up and running. During the nineties Molesey 

was overrun with children running around in yellow tee-shirts with red balloons on 

them. All the ministers took part during the week, but it always seemed to be George 

who was the recipient of custard pies! 

George was the superintendent of the Teddington Circuit and we were invited to 

attend several circuit and church weekends away. These were memorable ways of 

strengthening our faith and meeting other people from ”across the river.” George also 

organised trips further afield including staying on Holy Island - Lindisfarne, following 

Hadrian’s Wall and visiting Canada. Memorable pilgrimages went to the Holy Land 

and twice to Turkey. Our church also formed a relationship with a church in 

Denderleeuw in Belgium. Several of us went there for a few weekends and were the 

hosts for their return visits. A thank you banner hangs in our Welcome Area. 

During George’s time with us he introduced us to different styles of worship, lots of 

new hymns (which he led with gusto) and he started up three housegroups which were 

held in homes of the congregation. Although the manse was in Teddington at that 

time, George would come to Molesey every Monday evening for Vestry Hour when 

anyone could pop in to speak to him. 

George left a lasting legacy in the life of our church family and in the fabric of the 

church building. 

We will be remembering George and giving thanks for his life in a special service at 

Teddington Methodist Church on Sunday 1 March at 6.30pm. 

Rosemary Reynolds 

 JUNE 2020 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 

Please submit your copy for the June 2020 Newsletter to no 
later than Sunday 17 May 

 

 

javascript:void(0);
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MOSS HALL PAINTINGS - BETHANY 
 

 
 

Bethany was one of Jesus’ favourite places. It was somewhere he could call home. 

After leaving his own home and his carpenter’s job at the age of 30, he didn’t really 

have a home. He even said, “Foxes have their holes and birds of the air their nests, but 

the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head”. Bethany was a place where he could be 

with friends and feel at home. 

 

Bethany was nearer to Jerusalem than Molesey is to Kingston. It was an ideal base for 

Jesus, when, three times every year, he went to the big city for the Jewish festivals. In 

the evenings, he and his disciples could head out of the city knowing that there was 

somewhere to relax and enjoy good food and good company. 

 

The gospels name four of Jesus’ friends in Bethany.  Three of them were siblings – 

Lazarus, Martha and Mary. At their home, we have one of the most dramatic miracles 

when Lazarus is raised from the dead. We also have the disagreement between 

Martha, who was serving in the kitchen, and Mary, who wanted to sit and listen to 

Jesus. 

 

On the first Palm Sunday, it was as they approached Bethany that Jesus sent two 

disciples on ahead to get the donkey. He spent the night back in Bethany after Palm 

Sunday before returning to Jerusalem the next day to clear the money-changers out of 

the temple. His fourth Bethany friend was Simon who had been a leper. It was at his 

house that Matthew tells us that a woman came to anoint Jesus’ head with oil. 

 

Bethany appears at the start of John’s gospel as the place where John the Baptist was 

baptising when the religious leaders questioned him about whether he was the 

messiah. It is also the last place to be mentioned in the gospels. It was such a special 

place for Jesus that he went there one last time immediately before his ascension.  

 

Jesus found real hospitality in people’s homes at Bethany? How can we show that sort 

of hospitality to others? 
 

David Innes 
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EASYFUNDRAISING - UPDATE 
 

In our last edition of the magazine I mentioned that the October Church Council has 

approved registration with easyfundraising. I’m delighted to report that since we 

registered the seven people who have signed up have raised £77.16 for the Church. If 

you haven’t signed up here’s a reminder of how to join. 

  

We’ve registered with easyfundraising and we need your help! 

  

easyfundraising is a great website where you can help East Molesey Methodist 

Church raise funds simply by doing your everyday online shopping with over 4,000 

big name retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, Booking.com, eBay, 

Boden, and M&S. 

  

Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say ‘thank you’ and it’s 

completely free too! We want to raise as much as possible so please sign up and help 

us at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eastmoleseymethodist/ 

  

It’s a very easy way for people who shop online to raise funds so if you don’t shop 

online yourself you probably have friends and family who do, so please pass on the 

details! It doesn’t cost anything. Donations range from 1p to much larger sums 

depending on what you buy, but remember, every penny counts! 

 

 

 

THE CHURCH FUNDRAISING GROUP IN ACTION 
 

During the months of March, April and May our fundraising will be aid of the church 

heating project. During the following quarter our efforts will raise money for 

Elmbridge CAN.  

  

The first film night of 2020 took place on Friday 10 January. Fish and Chips were 

served in the Moss Hall followed by the film showing in the church. 

 

We have booked dates for the next film nights on Friday 21 February, Friday 27 

March and to round off the season we will enjoy another film on Friday 1 May. 

 

Back by popular demand we are so pleased that Dorothy’s band “Follow the Son” are 

coming to entertain us again on Saturday 21 March at 7.30pm. Tickets are on sale for 

£7.50 with tea/coffee and cake included. There will also be a raffle. Please encourage 

family and friends to support this event. We need to make a big push to raise money 

for the heating project so that work can start in time for next winter. 

 

This year’s Book Fair will take place on Saturday 4 April from 11am until 2pm in the 

church. We will be happy to receive donations of books in good condition before the 

Fair. 

 

Rosemary Reynolds 

(on behalf of the Fundraising Team) 

 

 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eastmoleseymethodist/
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METHODIST HOMES (MHA) 

"Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my 

people and your God my God" (Ruth 1:16) 

This year at East Molesey Methodist Church we will be celebrating MHA Sunday on 

14 June. MHA Sunday is an opportunity to give thanks for over 75 years of enabling 

people in later life to live well and to support specialist care and support services 

across England, Scotland and Wales. 

This year’s theme is ‘kindness’ and is inspired by the book of Ruth. Ruth shows 

kindness to her older mother-in-law, Naomi, and in turn Ruth and Naomi are blessed. 

You can read how everything turns out well for Ruth and Naomi in Ruth 2:1-13. 

MHA Sunday gives us the opportunity to appreciate the ‘kindness’ and the care given 

by thousands of volunteers and staff working in Methodist Homes. 

In addition to providing residential care, including specialist dementia care, here are 

some of the ways in which money raised can make an impact. 

Live at home schemes 

MHA provides practical and social support to more than 10,500 older people across 

57 schemes in England, Scotland and Wales. Each scheme aims to tackle loneliness 

and isolation within the older generation by providing a variety of activities dependent 

on the local community’s needs, from exercise classes, day trips and short holidays 

through to lunch and breakfast clubs, assisted shopping and befriending services that 

promote independence and social inclusion 

Music therapy 

Music is truly magical - it can alleviate isolation and the symptoms for those living 

with dementia by helping to unlock special memories and express emotions and 

feelings that other forms of communication cannot, even if the individual is no longer 

able to speak or respond to other people’s words. 

Chaplaincy and spiritual care 

A smile and a shared joke, a chat in the corridor, a caring hug or just holding 

someone’s hand quietly when needed is all part of Chaplain’s day to ensure personal 

well-being and enable older people to live life to the full. 

Loneliness in later life 

With almost 75% of older people in the UK identifying as lonely and more than half 

of those saying they have never spoken to anyone about how they feel, loneliness is a 

growing epidemic that can no longer be swept under the carpet. Befriending schemes 

help to combat feelings of isolation. 

Thank you for your support. 
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By the time you are reading this, Lent will already have begun. You may already have 

decided how you are going to try to change your life in some way during Lent (and beyond?), 

but if you are still looking for ideas to challenge you why not try some suggestions from 

Living Lent.  

Living Lent is back for 2020! Once again, you are invited to become part of a community 

who will respond to the call to climate action by making significant personal commitments to 

changing our lifestyles for the climate. 

Living Lent is about recognising that changing our climate is not just an activity, but a 

lifestyle. 

Some suggestions for ways of taking up the challenge are: 

- limit reliance on single-use plastics;  

- give up meat during Lent;  

- use alternative means of transport to lower carbon footprint;  

- aim to reduce electricity use by 10% during Lent;  

- make greater use of local suppliers in your food shopping;  

- buy nothing new for Lent. 

You can find more information about these challenges on the Living Lent website at 

https://livinglent.org/ 

In our Living Lent Family Challenge, there are 40 small challenges to change your impact on 

the environment. As you go through Lent, pick a challenge every day, and see how many you 

can complete. As you do so, you can add them to the tree, and watch it grow! 

 

Print out the wall chart and challenges here: https://livinglent.org/wp-

content/uploads/2019/02/Lent-Family-Challenge-FINAL.pdf 

At JPIT, we’ve been trying to find creative ways to reuse our plastic! Find out more, and get 

involved. 

 

For example Make Your Own Milk Bottle Bird, instructions can be found at 

https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/how-to-recycle-a-milk-carton-into-a-

beautiful-bird and are shown below........  

Turn a plastic milk carton into an intriguing hanging bird. This recycled art activity is a great 

kids’ craft idea for a rainy day. Why not make lots and turn them into a mobile or race them 

in the garden? 

What you’ll need: 

 A pair of scissors. 

 An empty 2-litre milk carton 

 

Instructions: 

1. Give your milk bottle a really good rinse and peel off any labels. 

https://livinglent.org/
https://livinglent.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Lent-Family-Challenge-FINAL.pdf
https://livinglent.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Lent-Family-Challenge-FINAL.pdf
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/how-to-recycle-a-milk-carton-into-a-beautiful-bird
https://www.edenproject.com/learn/for-everyone/how-to-recycle-a-milk-carton-into-a-beautiful-bird
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2. Put the bottle on a hard surface, like the floor or a table, and poke your scissors into the bottle 

near the bottom. Once your scissors are in, cut all the way around to remove the bottom 

section. 

 

3. On the opposite side from the handle, you’ll find a seam, which you should cut all the way up 

until you get to the 2-litre mark.  

 

4. This step is where you make the beak of the bird. Starting at the top end of the seam, cut a 

curve around each side of the bottle neck towards the top – but don’t cut right through. Draw 

a line first if it helps. 
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5. Next, push the new beak ‘flap’ inside the neck of the bottle and up through the hole (where 

the milk usually comes out). You may need to bend and push and wiggle it up. 

 

6. Now for the wings and tail. Hold the bottle in a horizontal position, with the handle at the 

bottom. Starting a couple of centimetres in from the side, cut a curve round and up towards 

the handle, then round and down until you reach the bottom end of the seam cut you made in 

step 3. You can discard the piece of plastic you’ve just cut out. 

 

7. Repeat on the other side. 
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8. Here’s the best bit. Holding the bottle in a horizontal position again with the handle at the 

bottom, bend the pointed wing you’ve just created outwards and downwards. You’re 

essentially turning part of the bottle inside out, creating shoulders and shaped wings. Repeat 

on the other side, and all of a sudden you should have a milk bottle bird. 

 

You can cut different tail shapes, wings and beaks, paint them, stick on eyes, put them on 

sticks, hang them from trees, make a mobile, fill them with fat balls to turn them into bird 

feeders… The possibilities are endless. 

Plastic recycling facts 

Did you know? 

 Plastic can take up to 500 years to decompose. 

 275,000 tonnes of plastic are used each year in the UK. That’s about 15 million bottles per 

day. 

 Most families throw away about 40kg of plastic a year, which could be recycled. 

With thanks to the talented Kirsti Davies, who has taught many a person to make these birds 

at Eden, and to Claudia Friend, for the inspiration. 
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SEASONAL WORD PUZZLE  
 

Here is a puzzle to entertain you. In the below grid each number represents a different letter of the 

alphabet. Four letters have been provided to start you off,  so 4 represents R, 14 represents N, 15 

represents F and 20 represents C; so enter R in every square numbered 4, N in every square 

numbered 14, F in every square numbered 15 and C in every square numbered 20. Using your 

knowledge of vocabulary deduce which letters belong in the missing squares. The solution can be 

found on page 22.  Hint – most words in the grid relate to the period before, during and after 

Easter, both from a church and secular perspective. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

9 12 4 8 22 10 21 3 6 2 18 12 26 8 21

6 19 19 6

8 26 14 24 2 23 12 19 8 21 10 18 2 16 6

16 8 8 2 14 22 6 24 4 10 14 6

15 6 21 4 20 22 4 10 8 16

4 4 12 20 7 6 20 22 12 20 12 18 2 16 6 6 6

10 12 4 18 26 4 21

24 8 6 2 8 16 6 4 16 10 24 6 12 13 26 14 14 23

2 21 12 8 16 18 6 8 8 2 17 10 12 26 4 24 18

23 26 6 20

20 2 18 17 2 4 23 5 13 2 4 2 13 13 2 8 22 21

4 4 20 22 26 4 20 22 12 4 2

8 26 14 4 10 8 6 10 11 6 4 26 8 2 18 6 25 4

20 20 11 12 22 14 20 14 26 2

15 2 8 16 10 14 19 16 5 22 8 7 24

15 14 10 20 12 24 6 25 26 8 4 19 6 16 22 8 6 25 2 14 6

13 10 13 18 6 12 2 10 4 8

1 14 19 8 18 19 12 24 4

16 17 10 19 10 18 17 6 14 6 4 2 16 10 12 14 17 10

12 12 8 10 4 6 8

25 2 26 14 24 23 2 18 18 6 18 26 10 2 2 24 25 2 16 16 22 6 9

13 10 25 14 4 10 14

15 6 8 16 10 17 2 18 8 2 20 4 10 15 10 20 6 24

20 16 15 18 12 19 19 6 24

20 18 10 16 26 4 19 23 21 4 2 23 6 4 18

12 21 24 6 17 12 16 10 12 14 8

25 18 21 20 2

25 6 2 25 15 21 25 6 24 10 16 2 16 10 12 14 18

11 26 24 2 8 8 2 2 2 2 10 17

14 9 8 6 4 17 10 20 6 8 16 22 2 18 18 12 9 6 24 2

10 6 12 7 16 8 10 12 14 16

12 17 22 3 10 12 14 18 10

18 6 14 16 6 12 8 23 12

4 14 14

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

R N F C
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BABY BASICS 
 

The Baby Basics team at Sunbury have appealed for people to undertake specific 

tasks to support the project in the following way: 

- Managing communications & publicity (Facebook, Christmas cards, 

newsletters etc.). 

- Undertaking coordination of referrals (answering emails & telephone & 

liaising with the team) on a rota basis and  

- help with washing & checking all the basket covers on donated baskets & 

store them until needed. 

If anyone is interested, please speak to Mary Somerville.  

Submitted by Rosemary Reynolds 

 

 

CIRCUIT FACEBOOK FORUM 
  

Are you on Facebook? Did you know that there is a private group on Facebook where 

people from across the Teddington Circuit discuss ideas and keep in touch with 

what’s happening? If you’d like to join the group, please search ‘Teddington 

Methodist Circuit Forum’ and ask to join. There are 35 members so far but we are 

adding people daily so would be delighted if you could join us! 

 For those who don’t use Facebook I do forward items of interest to Val for inclusion 

in Take Note so you won’t miss out! 

 

 

METHODIST FRIENDS 
 

Sixteen of us had a lovely Christmas lunch at the Poyntz Arms in Molesey. 

Since Christmas we have been meeting at various cafes in Molesey. It has been nice 

to catch up with all our news. On Tuesday 3 March we are going to St Paul’s parish 

room, by kind invitation of the Community Lunch team. 

We return to room 1 for our evening meetings on 17 March. The speaker will be Dick 

Elsey on the subject The Golden Age of the Wireless. On 21 April we have Jill Fraser 

from Sunbury talking about Baby Basics. 

Everyone is very welcome to all our lunches and meetings. 
 

Olivia Moon 

 

 

MOLESEY BOOMERANG BAGS 
 

Have you heard about  the Molesey Boomerang bags. These bags are made of scraps 

of material with the logo on the front. 

They are very easy to make everything is already cut to size, all you have to do is sew 

them together. In the quest to reduce plastic, I'm  looking for a team to help me make 

as many as possible. All the materials are donated so all we have to do is get sewing. 

For more details please contact Wendy Guest 
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TEDDINGTON METHODIST CIRCUIT 
PRAYERS FOR CHURCHES, PROJECTS, THE PRESIDENT AND VICE-

PRESIDENT AND COUNTRIES TO BE INCLUDED IN WORSHIP 

MARCH to MAY 2020 
In order to increase the sense of Circuit connection and awareness on each Sunday all 

churches in the Circuit are asked to pray for each other, a specific project and another country.  

The table below provides a list of the church, project and country to be included in the 

prayers. 

Date Church Project 

 

The President and 

Vice President 

visits and events 

For other countries 

1 March 

(Lent 1) 

East 

Molesey 
Emberbrook 

Bedfordshire, 

Essex and 

Hertfordshire 

District 

Libya 
 

8 March 

(Lent 2) 
Hampton 

Messy 

Church  

Chester and Stoke 

on Trent District 
Liechtenstein 

 
15 March 

(Lent 3) 
Hanworth 

Chair 

Exercises 
 Lithuania 

 
22 March 

(Mothering 

Sunday) 

Sunbury 
Sports 

Fellowship  
East Anglia District Luxembourg 

 

29 March 

(Lent 5) 
Teddington Playgroup Methodist Council Macau 

 
5 April 

(Palm 

Sunday) 

East 

Molesey 

Love 

Molesey 
 Madagascar 

 

12 April 

(Easter 

Day) 

Hampton 
Insights 

Bible Study  
 Malawi 

 

19 April Hanworth 

Girls’ Night 

In (the new 

name for 

Nailed It! 

Gilsland Methodist 

Chapel 150
th
 

Anniversary 

(Cumbria District) 

 Malaysia  

26 April Sunbury Ladies’ Club 

Scotland and 

Shetland Isles 

District 

Maldives 
 

3 May Teddington 
Pastoral 

Visitors 

Diaconal 

Convocation 
Mali 

 

10 May 
East 

Molesey 

Cobham Free 

School 

Channel Islands 

Districts, 75
th
 

Anniversary of 

Freedom 

Malta 
 

17 May Hampton 
Ladies’ 

Guild 
 Marshall Islands  

24 May Hanworth 

The Hang 

Out (Circuit 

Teen Bible 

Study)  

Wesley Day 

Celebration at St 

Paul’s Cathedral 

and Wesley’s 

Chapel 

Martinique 
 

31 May Sunbury Baby Basics 
Cliff College 

Festival Derbyshire 
Mauritania 
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Praying for the World – March to May 2020 

Libya – independent armed militia groups continue to cause problems for many including 

Christians.  Many migrants come via Libya to seek a new life in Europe.  Slow growth in 

Christian community.  Shortage of Bibles.  Pray for peace, stability and religious freedom. 

Liechtenstein – wealthy industrial economy.  Leading banking centre.  Most are Catholic, but 

few attend church.  Pray that through increased contact with outsiders, more may encounter 

the risen Christ. 

Lithuania – economy impoverished by emigration to wealthier EU countries.  Freedom for 

the gospel, but also freedom for materialism and immorality such as substance abuse and 

prostitution.  Spiritual transformation is needed.  Pray for new life in the church. 

Luxembourg – Catholic by tradition and culture, but few actively practice their faith.  Pray 

that they may encounter and be transformed by the living Christ.  More of the Bible needs to 

be translated into the local language.  Foreign workers show little interest in spiritual things. 

Macau – reverted to China from Portugal in 1999.  Once a Catholic country, many now 

follow Buddhism or Chinese religions.  Gambling is more profitable here than Las Vegas.  

Addiction ruins lives.  Pray for alternative work opportunities.  Pray too for the church to 

survive and grow. 

Madagascar – rich biological diversity of rainforests is being destroyed.  Many live in 

poverty.  Cyclones, lack of clean water, poor infrastructure and careless farming techniques 

hinder progress.  Church is very divided and in decline after revival in the 1980s.  Pray for 

humility to replace pride and jealousy. 

Malawi – stable and peaceful in a troubled region.  Complex challenges of poverty combined 

with population growth, AIDS, unemployment and migration.  Most leaders are Christians.  

Pray that they may have wisdom, humility and long term planning.  Steady church growth, 

but poverty limits access to Christian books. 

Malaysia – Exports palm oil, rubber, petroleum and hi-tech goods.  Increasing gap between 

rich and poor.  Religious freedom threatened by push for sharia law.  Church grows with co-

operation between churches, but Christians are not allowed to worship or produce literature in 

the Malay language. 

Maldives – based on tourism and fishing.  Threatened by rising sea levels.  Religions other 

than Islam are forbidden.  Western culture is seen as Christian and therefore Christianity is 

seen as immoral.  Most of the Bible has yet to be translated into the national language.  Pray 

for courage for Christians who face strong persecution. 

Mali – one of the world’s poorest nations.  Cotton production is difficult due to drought, 

locusts and the growth of the desert.  Many Christians fled after being targeted during a 

military coup attempt.  High child mortality and malnutrition.  Pray for healthcare and 

education. 

Malta – strong Christian identity since the time of Paul’s shipwreck.  Many do go to church 

and feel that their religion is important to them.  Migrants try to reach Europe through Malta.  

Pray for the Maltese to show compassion and Christian love to them. 

Martinique – volcanic island, an overseas department of France.  Economy based on sugar, 

bananas, rum and tourism.  Some church growth.  Pray for those overcoming drug addiction 

and for ministry amongst young people. 

Mauritania – very poor country with much corruption.  Exports fish, iron ore and some oil.  

Only 1% of land can be farmed and that is decreasing because of desertification.  Malnutrition 

amongst children.  Christians face prison or beatings, and more so if suspected of converting 

others. 

 

 

 



16 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



17 

 

TIRED, AWAKE AND HOT 
 

A Poem by Jo Eldridge 
 

My nan says 

No one sleeps well 

These light nights. 
 

It gets hotter 

I wake up 

Push and kick the fancy bedclothes off. 
 

We don’t want to be toasty when it’s hot 

Well, still keep slightly warm, though not a lot. 

This isn’t exactly a heatwave. 
 

It’s only May. 

I’ve got to wake up eventually 

And start the working day. 

Niggly, cranky, sounds like extra dwarves in Snow White 

That’s me when I have a bad night. 
 

You have accidents when you’re tired 

I walked into a wall once as I was 

Moaning at my mum after a bad night. 
 

Don’t moan at me, though, when I’m tired 

I’m not interested in your worries. 

Got my own, you know. 
 

So just go away. Just go 

 

 

PLEASE LET US KNOW YOUR VIEWS 
 

The latest format of the Quarterly Newsletter has been produced now for over a year, 

and we are very keen to know your views as to whether it is meeting our readers 

requirements. So please take a few minutes to email with 

your feedback (or pass your comments to one of the Stewards) – please specify 

whether you normally read the online version or the printed booklet, and provide 

details of what you like and don’t like, and any other comments that you may like to 

add, including any additions to the Newsletter that you would like to see in future. 

Thank you 
 

 

 

A PRAYER BY ROBERT MORTIMER 
 

Lord Jesus, may we feel your presence in all we do today, 

to be calm when we feel anxious, 

to be strong when we feel weak, 

to be gracious when tempted to respond inappropriately 

and when the day is done may we feel at peace in your presence. 
 

Robert Mortimer, local preacher, Teddington Circuit 

Published in the Methodist Church Prayer Handbook 

javascript:void(0);
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USEFUL CONTACT EMAIL ADDRESSES 
 

bookings@emmc.org.uk  – for party and hall bookings 

magazine@emmc.org.uk  – for magazine articles and feedback 

Minister@emmc.org.uk  – The Minister 

Notices@emmc.org.uk  – for items for the weekly notices 

info@emmc.org.uk   – for everything else! 
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METHODIST CHURCH CALENDAR  

Key dates in the church calendar during the next quarter…… 

1 March - First Sunday in Lent 

 6 March - World Day of Prayer 

 22 March - Mothering Sunday 

 5 April - Palm Sunday 

 9 April - Maundy Thursday 

 10 April - Good Friday 

 12 April - Easter Sunday 

 3 May - Vocations Sunday 

 5-8 May - Methodist Diaconal Order Convocation 

 10-16 May - Christian Aid Week  

 21 May - Ascension Day 

 24 May - Aldersgate Sunday 

 24 May - Wesley Day 

 31 May – Pentecost 

 

NEXT OF KIN FORMS 
 

Next of kin forms - do we know who to contact if anything happens to you while 

on our premises? 

The Pastoral visitors have next of kin forms for everyone to complete. If you’ve not 

yet completed one please can I encourage you to do so? They are not mandatory and 

nobody should feel obliged to complete the form but, should anything happen to you 

whilst you are on Church premises, it is very helpful to know who we should contact. 

The completed forms will be kept in a locked drawer in the vestry. 
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ENERGY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
 

Last August we installed an Energy Management System (EMS) to better control the 

two different boiler systems that heat the church and halls. The idea was to make it 

easier to control the heating, to save energy, improve comfort and, hopefully in time, 

to save money. 

Before the EMS was installed we had seven different time clocks (three in one boiler 

room and four in the other) that were cumbersome and time consuming to adjust and 

you had to be on site, in the boiler room, to make any changes. The EMS replaces 

these with one small computer and two control boxes (one for each boiler). The 

computer is connected to the internet so the times and temperatures can be controlled 

from a PC or laptop at home or using a mobile phone app wherever you are. 

This is a view of the mobile phone app which shows 

the temperature in Room 1 (18.84°C), the 

temperature it is supposed to be at (19°C), the 

outside temperature (11°C) and a symbol to show 

the heating is on. Using this app the heating can be 

turned on and off and the temperature raised or 

lowered. 

But it wouldn’t be any use 

if the heating always had to 

be adjusted manually. The 

system includes a diary 

which is used to set regular 

and one-off room bookings. 

Rather than setting the heating to come on an hour or so 

before the room is needed, the booking is just made for the 

time it is occupied and the EMS works out when it needs to 

turn on the heat, depending on the current temperature both 

in the room and outside. 
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Temperature can be set differently for each booking. To achieve this the various 

thermostats around the building were replaced with temperature sensors (electronic 

thermometers) that send the room temperature back to the controller which then 

adjusts the heating accordingly. One added bonus is that it stops people fiddling with 

the thermostats in the misguided belief that turning the temperature up to 30°C will 

make the room heat up quicker so the next user is too hot and opens the windows and 

energy is wasted. 

That is the theory: in practice the system has taken a while to bed down. A new EMS 

in a building needs time to ‘learn’ the thermal characteristics of the building and the 

way the heating system responds. This has taken even longer than usual for us as we 

had various problems with the heating system itself, unconnected with the EMS, and 

there were a few bugs in the EMS software that took a while to fix – so it has not all 

been plain sailing. 

So was it all worthwhile? The system is far easier to control so that is a definite 

success. There is also an on-line diary so that the stewards and members of the 

property team can check when a room is booked out and to whom. The system does 

not make up for underpowered boilers and on cold days the system will still struggle 

to get the spaces up to temperature. As far as energy saving is concerned it is too early 

to give a proper estimate of how much we are reducing our gas consumption. The first 

month looked very promising – until we discovered one of the boilers was not firing 

up! The next month consumption actually went up compared with last year (worrying 

time), but every month since then gas consumption has been lower than the same 

month last year and the gap is growing. It is difficult to make a proper comparison 

because the weather has been different and the room bookings have changed but it 

seems clear that we will be saving energy. Saving money is a different question as the 

EMS cost about £7,000 to install - it will be possibly seven years before it has paid for 

itself. As for comfort – you be the judge. 

 

Ian Pegg 
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SEASONAL WORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 
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DIARY DATES 
 

Date Time Event Location 

March 

1 9.30am Lent 1 - Breakfast Service EMMC  

2 9.30am The Well EMMC 

3 12.30pm Methodist Friends - Lunch @ 12.30pm at St Paul’s parish 

room, by kind invitation of the Community Lunch team. 

Booking by 4 February with Rosemary 

St Paul's Church 

4 9.30-11.00am Parental Support group EMMC  

5 9.00-11.00am Tiny crafters EMMC 

6 3.30-4.30pm  ALIGHT - music and singing group for 4-7 year olds EMMC 

8 10.30am Lent 2 EMMC  

10 8.00pm Housegroup See notices 

12 9.00-11.00am Tiny crafters EMMC 

15 10.30am Lent 3 EMMC  

16 9.30am The Well EMMC 

17 8.00pm Methodist Friends - “The Golden Age of the Wireless” with 

Dick Elsey                                                                                                                                                                       

EMMC 

18 9.30-11.00am Parental Support group EMMC  

19 9.00-11.00am Tiny crafters EMMC 

20 3.30-4.30pm  ALIGHT - music and singing group for 4-7 year olds EMMC 

21 7.30pm (doors 

open 7pm) 

Follow the Son - Live music EMMC 

22 10.30am Lent 4. Mothering Sunday EMMC  

24 8.00pm Housegroup See notices 

26 9.00-11.00am Tiny crafters EMMC 

27 6.30pm Friday Film Night EMMC 

29 10.30 am Lent 5 EMMC  

30 9.30am The Well EMMC 

April 

1 9.30-11.00am Parental Support group EMMC  

2 9.00-11.00am Tiny crafters EMMC 

3 3.30-4.30pm  ALIGHT - music and singing group for 4-7 year olds EMMC 

4 11.00am-

2.00pm 

Book/CD/DVD Fair EMMC 

5 10.30am Lent 6. Palm Sunday EMMC  

7 12 noon Methodist Friends - Lunch @ noon at Superfish 90 Walton 

Road, booking by  Tuesday 26 February with Rosemary                                      

Superfish 

9   Maundy Thursday EMMC  

10   Good Friday Tesco 

12 10.30am Easter Sunday. Communion EMMC  

12 TBC Easter Day Sunrise Service  Hurst Park 

14 8.00pm Housegroup See notices 

20 8.00pm Stewards' Meeting TBC 

20 9.30am The Well EMMC 

21 8.00pm Methodist Friends - “Baby Basics” with Jill Frazer EMMC 

22 9.30-11.00 am Parental Support group EMMC  

22 8.00pm Fundraising Group Church Vestry 

24 3.30-4.30pm  ALIGHT - music and singing group for 4-7 year olds EMMC 
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Date Time Event Location 

28 8.00pm Housegroup See notices 

May 

1 6.30pm Friday Film Night EMMC 

4 9.30am The Well EMMC 

5 12 noon Methodist Friends - Lunch @ noon at “5 At The Bridge” 5 

Bridge Road, EM. 

5 At The Bridge 

10 After morning 

service  

General Church meeting EMMC 

12 8.00pm Housegroup See notices 

18 8.00pm Circuit Meeting Hanworth  

Church 

18 9.30am The Well EMMC 

19 8.00pm Methodist Friends - “Strictly Come Prancing” with Wendy  EMMC 

20 8.00pm Pastoral Committee EMMC 

28 10.30am-12 

noon 

Splodge EMMC 

June 

2 12 noon Methodist Friends - Lunch @ noon at Molesey Boat Club Molesey 

Boating Club 

10 8.00pm Church Council EMMC 

16 8.00pm Methodist Friends - AGM  EMMC 

July 

7 12 noon Methodist Friends - Lunch @ noon at The Tiltyard, 

Hampton Court Palace 

The Tiltyard 

21 8.00pm Methodist Friends - Bring and Share Closing Supper EMMC 

August 

6 9.30-11.30am Tiny Crafters Summer Thursdays EMMC 

13 9.30-11.30am Tiny Crafters Summer Thursdays EMMC 

20 9.30-11.30am Tiny Crafters Summer Thursdays EMMC 

27 9.30-11.30am Tiny Crafters Summer Thursdays EMMC 

September 

14 8.00pm Circuit Meeting Hanworth  

Church 

23 8.00pm Pastoral Committee EMMC 

October 

29 10.30am-12 

noon 

Splodge EMMC 

November 

14 10.30am-3pm Christmas Market & Model railway exhibition EMMC + Halls 

26 5.00-7.00pm Love Magical Molesey - stall Walton Road 

December 

20 6.30pm  Carol Service EMMC 

25 10.30am Christmas Day all age worship EMMC 
 

EMMC = East Molesey Methodist Church 

 
 

Published by:                                                                                                                                   Minister:   
East Molesey Methodist Church                                                                                                   Rev David Innes 

Manor Road                                                                                                                                    Minister@emmc.org.uk         

East Molesey          

Surrey KT8 9JU  

Telephone 020 8979 0692                            
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